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Project Title

Logical Contradictions and the Emergence of Existential Meaning: Giacomo Leopardi and the
Existentialists

Project Description

Giacomo Leopardi and the existentialists articulate their most fundamental views through statements
that appear as logical contradictions (e.g. ‘all is nothing’). This project sets out to reply to the following
research questions: why do existential truths seem to resist logical formulation? Can genuine meaning
be generated through contradictions? If so, how can that happen? To what extent does existentialism
constitute a cultural counter-paradigm to the logico-scientific one?

Keywords

Giacomo Leopardi, existentialism, contradiction

Description of the Host Research Lab

Sciences Normes Démocratie (SND) was created in 2018 as a CNRS — Sorbonne University Mixed
Research Unit identified under the code UMR8011. It comprises a philosophy of science and knowledge
group and a group of specialists in political and moral philosophy.

The members of SND set themselves the task of studying the practical conditions for the exercise of
collective rationality, both in scientific communities and in political contexts, based on a wide range of
themes linked to the place of science and technology in society, from the constitution, circulation and
appropriation of scientific and technical information, to political decision-making and the conditions of its
effectiveness.

To submit your application, please fill in the survey at the following link:
https://msca-pf.sorbonne-universite.fr
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